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Getting to know each other

As newsletter articles go, this will not be a classic example. | will not be drawing some
striking parallel between the themes of the church season and an event or issue in the parish. |
will not be reflecting deeply and movingly on something | saw or heard or read. And | will not be
plagiarizing unabashedly from something | read in Christianity Today.

So, what will | be writing about? Glad you asked. Because what | wanted to talk about
was, well, ME!

I hope that this will not come across as hopelessly self-centered. | just thought it might
be nice to tell you a little bit about myself, about when I'll be in the office, and how I'm planning
to get to know all of you. Because a relationship of trust and mutual openness is absolutely
crucial to what we’re embarking on together.

At the Annual Meeting, | spoke briefly about my background. For those of you who
weren't there (or perhaps nodded off), I'll begin with a bit of my history. | was born in a small
seaside village in the south of England. At the age of ten, in 1978, | emigrated to the States with
my family. I've lived in Michigan for much of my life since, beginning in Port Huron, then
returning to Ann Arbor and then Dearborn, where 1 still live with my husband Mike and sons John
(6) and Peter (5). During the non-Michigan years | moved around (mostly collecting degrees)
between St. Paul, Philadelphia, Boston and Chicago. There are amazing things about all of
those places, but Michigan remains the closest thing to home that a wanderer like me can get.

While most of my free time is non-existent (I have two small children, after all!), | am a
voracious reader, a former quilter, a wannabe ice skater (hockey, not figure), and a certifiable
yoga addict. During the College Football season, | will not pretend to neutrality: | bleed maize
and blue. Ditto on the National Hockey League: the Wings are a great team, but | am a Toronto
Maple Leafs supporter to the core.

This is, of course, only a smattering. They are merely conversation starters ... which
brings me to the topic of conversations. | have posted sign-up sheets for “Coffee Dates with the
Rector,” so that we can really begin this process of getting to know each other. It might take a
while to get to everyone, but it'll be worth it. If you haven't already signed up, check my office
door or call the church during the week when I'm there.

And speaking of when I'm there....

My standard schedule will be Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, from about 9:30am to
4:30pm. | will often be working after church on Sundays for a number of hours as well. If you
need to meet with me and cannot make it during those times, call me and we can probably set
up a time on an evening or weekend. If you try to reach me on one of those days and no-one
answers at the church, please feel free to call my cell phone: 313.330.5550. And, of course, if
you have a pastoral emergency at ANY time, don't hesitate to call that same number.

That's all from me at this time. Other than to re-state what a joy and honor it is to have
been called here, and how much | look forward to settling into this community.

I wish all of you a blessed remainder of Lent, and a joyous resurrection when Easter
comes!

In peace,



“What should | call you?”

A quick word about titles...

My preference is to be called by my
baptismal name. That is, | prefer to be referred to
and addressed as Clare. In my view, any respect
that is due to my office and position can be more
effectively shown by what people do and say than by
what they call me. And | would, in the end, rather err
on the side of relationship and intimacy.

However, if calling me by my first name
would make you terribly uncomfortable, there are
several other options. | do not particularly care for
“Reverend Oatney” as a form of address, so | ask
you not to pick that one. But “Reverend Clare” is
fine. If you use the term “Father” for male priests, |
will note that the proper female equivalent is in fact
“Mother.” So, “Mother Clare” would also be fine.

| hope this helps.

An Invitation to Holy Week

Holy Week is upon us, and with it, the
chance to enter into the very heart of our faith. As we
walk with Jesus on the pathway to the cross and
beyond, we are invited into a story that sweeps us
from fear to courage, from adulation to bloodlust,
from cruelty and betrayal to an incredible generosity,
forgiveness and love. We move through it all,
ultimately traveling from death into life.

It begins on Palm Sunday. We are caught up
in a joyous procession, joining our voices to praise
Jesus as he enters Jerusalem. But the mood
changes swiftly and the story of his trial and
execution draws us in, confronting us with our own
capacity for evil as we shout, “Crucify him!”

On Maundy Thursday we gather as disciples
in the Upper Room for that last meal with Jesus. We
remember his command to love one another, and
demonstrate that love through the humble service of
washing each other’s feet. We share the bread and
wine, knowing that as we do so, Jesus is present.
And then, in preparation for the absence to come on
the following day, we strip the church of all
decoration, wash down the altar, and depart in
silence.

On Good Friday, we are brought to the foot
of the cross: the center of all that is loss and grief
and horror. But if we have the courage to stand
there, we just might catch an astonishing glimpse of
strength and gift and tremendous love.

And that love is born anew on Easter
morning. Born strong and un-killable, demonstrating
once and for all that no matter what cruelty and death
we humans try to dish out in this world, that life and

love cannot be destroyed. They will rise up, again
and again, as he did. And we rejoice!

Don't miss any of itt Mark your calendars
and join us, as we move through this powerful week
towards the great Feast of the Resurrection.

Holy Week Schedule

Sunday March 16

10:30 am Palm Sunday service

Thursday, March 20

7:00 pm Maundy Thursday service

Friday, March 21

Noon Ecumenical Good Friday service at
First United Methodist

7:00 pm Good Friday service

Sunday, March 23
10:30 am Festive Easter service

The Big Do!

Thursday, April 10 at 7pm will be the
“Renewal of Ministry with the Welcoming of a New
Rector.” That's the long-winded but blessedly
accurate new title for what used to be called the
“Installation of a New Rector.”

What the new title and liturgy emphasize is
that this is about ALL of us, not just the priest. It's
about the parish renewing its commitment to various
ministries, and then inviting the new rector to join
them in that work. In effect, we'll be saying: We're in
this together, and our hope is that together we can be
a more powerful witness to God’s kingdom in this
world.

The service will surely be joyous and a great
opportunity to offer our gifts of warmth and hospitality
to a number of visitors, not least of whom will be our
Bishop, Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr. and Canon John
Keydel! The Rev. Susan Bock, rector of St.
Gabriel's Eastpointe, will be the preacher.

Speak with Cindy Hodges regarding a
number of ways in which you can be a part of this
special occasion.

Vestry 2008

The 2008 vestry consists of:
Senior Warden Sherri Landmann
Junior Warden Chuck McKean
Secretary Ann Merry
Other vestry members: Dave Cottrill; Tim Brennan;
Marilyn Grimes; Cindy Hodges; Shelley McKean;
Vicki Rautio

Wishing all of you a great year on the vestry.
Thank you.



Jr. Warden's Report

As | mentioned in the fall 2007 issue of the
Parishioner, the Building and Grounds team has
been looking to the future. We are looking at how we
can support a growing community. Our next meeting
will be Sunday, April 20th. If you are interested in
helping out or would just like to listen, please plan on
attending.

At our April meeting, we will discuss the
following: things that need to fixed, things that need
maintenance, major renovation ideas, and timing for
when we could do renovations. Our plan is to have a
recommendation for the Vestry. That
recommendation may be to start some renovations
this year and/or it may be to do small maintenance
projects. Either way there are lots of things going on.
Please join us.

Annual Meeting on Jan 27, 2008

St. Luke’s Annual Meeting was held on
January 27" 2008. Our new rector, Rev Clare
Oatney, introduced herself; new vestry members
were elected; the budget was approved; and an
excellently-done Annual Meeting booklet containing
Committee Reports was handed out. If you get a
chance, try to take a look at the Annual Meeting
booklet.

Deanery Meeting on Feb 22nd

On Saturday Feb 22" the Deanery meeting
was held at St. Michael’'s Episcopal Church in Grosse
Pointe. It was a planned potluck dinner meeting.
Both the food and the attendance were outstanding.
The two seem to go hand in hand.

This meeting was an opportunity for the
members to get to know one another and experience
real fellowship. Coming events at various churches
were announced.

The presentation was made by a graduate of
the U. S. Naval Academy. The leadership qualities
promoted at the Naval Academy result in the
graduates becoming outstanding leaders in many
fields. The same leadership qualities are needed for
the development of our local church leaders.

Dave Cottrill is our faithful representative at
the Deanery meetings. All are invited.

Becoming the Household of God

The 11" annual Becoming the Household of
God conference will be held on April 4™ and 5™ at St.
John’s Royal Oak. This year’s conference is subtitled
Standing in Faith at the Crossroads of Life, and the
guest speaker is the Very Rev. Tracey Lind, Dean of
Trinity Cathedral in Cleveland, Ohio.

If you are interested in attending as part of
the St. Luke’s contingent, please speak with Clare or
Sherri.

Summary of Vestry Meetings:

January 16, 2008

1. Minutes:
a. Moved by Marilyn, seconded by Karen, to
accept the minutes of the vestry meeting of
12/19/07 as presented; carried unanimously.
b. Moved by Karen, seconded by Tim, to accept
the minutes of the vestry meeting of 12/30/07 as
presented; carried unanimously.

2. Financial Report:
a. The Financial Reports for November and
December were reviewed and accepted.
b. Request for Counters Meeting: Chuck
reported that the envelope secretary, Julia
Brennan, has indicated that counters aren’t
being consistent with their tallies and has
requested a meeting to go over counting
reporting procedures. Chuck is to get a list of the
counters to Julie, who will set up and run the
training session.
c. Budget Line Management Meeting: Chuck
stated that the process for expending budget
line items needs to be better defined, and that a
specific person or committee should be
designated to be responsible for expenditures
for each line item. He would like the Finance
Committee to address these issues.
d. Cathedral Book Store Bill: Sherri reported that
we received a bill from the Cathedral Book Store
for $378.78; it included charges back to
February 2005. She has reviewed the charges;
some were not the responsibility of St. Luke’s
and she will discuss reimbursement in regard to
these charges with the persons involved.

3. Outreach and Growth Report:
a. Visitor Packets: Sherri reported that we are
out of Visitor Packets. They need to be revised
anyway, and she will address this with Clare.
b. Gleaner’s Cans to Gerry Brisson: Cindy
volunteered to get the cans to Gerry.
c. New People Shepherding/Greeting: There
was some discussion regarding our need to
encourage all people with special needs, while
at the same time safeguarding our parishioners.

4. Special Events and Fellowship Report: There will

be a special coffee hour for Dave and Monique on



January 20, followed by a potluck for Dave at the

Brennans (after choir practice).

5. Communications and Newsletter Report:
a. Rector Computer (Laptop): Chuck reported
that a parishioner is making a designated
donation for the purchase of a laptop computer
for the new rector. He has done some research
and volunteered to take on the task of making
the purchase, with approval from the donor.
Moved by Cindy, seconded by Karen, to
authorize up to $500 to purchase a laptop
computer for the rector’s office, using funds from
a designated donation; motion carried.
b. Internet Service for the Church: Chuck
indicated that he has researched internet service
providers. He recommends AT&T, which costs
$22 per month with a one-time fee of $80. Cindy
suggested bundling the internet service with our
phone service. Moved by Chuck, seconded by
Cindy, to update our internet service to DSL at a
cost of no more than $30 per month and up to
$100 for one-time installation costs; motion
carried.
c. Financial Software: Chuck reported that there
are many software programs available to
nonprofits and churches to help with the budget
process, financial reports, etc., at various costs.
He will continue to do research on this.

6. Building and Grounds Report: Chuck reported that

the new sexton is working out great, the church

looks wonderful.

7. Deacon’s Report: Dave was not present. His last

service with St. Luke’s is January 27th.

8. Covenant of Call: This document outlines the

responsibilities of the rector and the vestry, and

includes compensation and benefits to be provided.

Moved by Cindy, seconded by Karen, to accept the

terms and conditions as proposed; motion carried.

9. Other Business:
a. Nominees for Vestry to date are Vicki Rautio,
Dave Cottrill, Jack Hodges, and Shelly McKean.
b. Nominees for Convention Delegate to date
are Karen Hoth and Nicole McKean.
c. Special Recognitions: The suggestion was
made that this year’s Special Recognition be
given to the entire St. Luke’s Community;
agreement by consensus.
d. Parochial Report and Membership Update:
Sherri Landmann, Dave Carlson, and Chuck
McKean are working on this report.
e. Annual Meeting: Sherri reported that a
qguorum for the annual meeting is 40% of the
communicants listed in the prior year’s Parish
Report. Annual reports are coming in, and
Allison will put them into a booklet.

Respectfully submitted,

The Web of Life

In the spirit of the Oscar season, a chef/minisi@med
Milton Brasher-Cunningham wrote this poem for Hsgb
- 8"

| wrote something down

on the off chance that | won

to say thanks to all the people

who got me to this point:

family, friends, colleagues, cabbies

you drove me, pushed me, loved me,
challenged me, called me, fought me,
encouraged me, found me, loved me
some more. You really thought |

could do it. You saw things in me
| wasn'’t even looking for, aired up
my dreams, gave wings to my wonder,
and set me free to fly. Thank you

is what | want to say, but |
didn’t win. What | wrote will
stay here in my pocket. May |
say, “Thank you,” anyway?

Parish Calendar Highlights
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“Godspell” Drama
--- WE SANG FOR THEIR SUPPER

After months of hard work, our first Dinner/Theatre was held on March eighth. Our families and guests were
treated to a wonderful spaghetti dinner prepared by Robin Landmann, and all proceeds from the ticket sales were
forwarded to Gleaners Food Bank. We raised $452.00 that evening which will enable Gleaners to provide 1,356

meals for our neighbors in need.
)

Following dinner, our choir and ensemble performed vignettes and selections from the musical Godspell.
We laughed at the “Mourning Women” and “Martian Sketch” and we ached for the “Schizophrenic Man”. The music
soared to the rafters and many in the audience sang along with the familiar tunes. The evening closed with cheers
for all and an expressed desire by many to do this again.

Many thanks to everyone that helped make this evening a success by sharing their God given gifts and

talents. When these abilities are combined in God’s name, great things can happen, and the Spirit will bless us all
Day by Day.
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